School Traffic Safety

Traffic safety tips for parents and children.

Children’s behavior is unpredictable. To ensure traffic safety, as adults, we must always
be cautious, especially in areas where children naturally congregate — like schools.

Only near schools do you regularly find crowds of pedestrians, bicyclists, and motor
vehicles, which is why obeying traffic safety rules near schools is vital.

The school safety sign above indicates that you are near a school or a place where
children are likely to be present. A driver is always responsible for safety, even if (when)
pedestrians act foolishly.

Children are the second most likely group to be injured in automobile/pedestrian accidents.

A few Traffic Safety rules for drivers

Pedestrians always have the right of way.

In the absence of traffic signals, drivers must always slow down or stop for pedestrians in marked and unmarked
crosswalks.

At stop signs and when a school crossing guard is displaying an official stop sign or flag, drivers must come to a
complete stop.

Drivers must stop when approaching a school bus, church bus, or daycare bus that is stopped to pick up or let off
children. The driver must remain stopped until the bus’ stop sign is retracted and red warning lights are turned off.
Wherever a school traffic safety sign is posted, drivers should slow down and watch for children.

There are many traffic safety tips to share with your children to keep them safe when you can't be with them. These tips
may seem a bit trite, but they bear repeating (and repeating and repeating and repeating for kids).

First and foremost, set a good example by always following the traffic safety rules yourself. Children learn by
example.

Choose the safest route to school and walk it with your child prior to allowing them to travel it on their own.
Always look both ways before crossing the street.

Cross in the crosswalks at the corner, not in the middle of the block. Never cross from between parked cars.
Never cross an intersection diagonally.

Cross the street with the Crossing Guard whenever possible.

Children should look to see that drivers are aware of them. Making eye contact with a driver is a good way to
know whether a driver is aware that someone is about to cross the road.

Cross quickly — do not linger or play in the street.

Always wear a helmet when riding a bicycle, skateboard, or scooter.

Remember the same rules (look both ways, use crosswalks, etc) apply when riding a bike.

Walk bicycles, skateboards, and scooters across the crosswalk.

Be careful in parking lots — look out for the cars as they may not be able to see you. Never walk or run in front of
cars.

Teach children the meaning of traffic signs. Stop at all stop signs, red lights, and obey traffic signals. When the
intersection has crossing signals, only cross when the walk signal is lit.

When walking on sidewalks, be aware of driveways and alleys from which cars may emerge.

When walking down a street with no sidewalks, walk as near to the edge of the road as possible, facing traffic.
Bright colored clothing increases visibility, but when walking/biking near dusk reflective tape should be used on
jackets, backpacks, bikes, etc.
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